CHAPTER    IX
CIVILIZATION AND BARBARISM
IF education is to produce the kind of community
described above, what is to produce the kind of
education which will do it? The traditional advocates
of democracy always replied to arguments showing
popular incompetence by saying that education would
make everything right; but they never explained how
education itself was to be made to do the job. And,
as we have seen, it is not a question of some education
against no education: it is a question of the kind of
education. Clearly, unless the present adult generation
is "converted," it cannot convert the next. The
teachers in schools and universities cannot create a
new standard of character and conduct -unless there
is somewhere in the world they inhabit an appreciation
and understanding of such a standard: for schools
are not in a separate universe. The atmosphere of the
everyday world penetrates by all the windows and
doors into the schoolrooms and the text-books. How,
then, is the atmosphere to be changed which now
enters,   perhaps   unnoticed,   into   our   educational
system? The change of atmosphere depends largely
upon those no longer at school. How far can those
of us who are no longer at school help in the making
of a new way of life in common?
The change of atmosphere in the whole of a
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